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RO LEIL H3 Launch: Utilize This Success to Break Stagnation in Space Development &
W) Z A MVOFLETYT . AL EFRATH 1 ~6 OFRRICEZ 7 S,

The H3 Launch Vehicle developed by the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency
(JAXA) and Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, Ltd. was finally launched successfully. The
launch of the H3 rocket should serve as an opportunity to advance Japan's space
development, which has been stagnant®.

The development of the engines for the new H3 faced difficulties. After several
postponements®, the first launch attempt in March 2023 ended in failure because the
second stage engine failed to ignite*. The launch of the second rocket this time was
vindication®, and all the people involved must be relieved. Japan's mainstay* launch vehicles
are entering a period of generational® change. The H-2A will soon be retired and replaced
by the H3, and the smaller Epsilon Launch Vehicle will be succeeded by the improved
Epsilon S.

However, the H3 has stumbled® from the start. Also, the Epsilon No. 6 failed to launch
in 2022, and the Epsilon S has likewise had a string of troubles recently, including an
engine explosion during a ground combustion® test. With the success of the H3, the critical
situation in which Japan was thought to have its back to the wall can be said to be over.

The previous H3 failure stemmed® from a problem with the electrical system, and
JAXA narrowed down the root cause to three possibilities, including short circuits and
overcurrents®. Ultimately®, it was unable to pinpoint just one cause® and took
countermeasures” for all three factors. When a rocket launch failed in the past, the
government-led investigation into the causes would take so long that the next launch
would be suspended for years. It i1s commendable® that JAXA focused on resuming”
launches as soon as possible and managed to send up a launch vehicle less than a year
after the failure.

However, the speed of rocket development is accelerating® as startups® in various
countries are entering the space field. The success of the H3 launch was just another step
for Japan, which had been lagging behind, to only get to the starting line of international
competition. The H-2A had a reputation for good performance with few launch failures,
but its high price made it less competitive from a business standpoint®. The cost of a
launch was reduced by about half to ¥5 billion for the H3, which should be used to drive
Japan's space industry, including future satellite launches.



6] SpaceX, a US. company that boasts* a leading position in the satellite launch market,
has launched dozens of rockets a year in a stable manner at low prices. Japan, too, has
formulated® a strategy® to launch 30 launch vehicles a year by the first half of the 2030s.
Of these, 20 are expected to be private-sector launch vehicles. It is important to strengthen
the development of the launch vehicle business for startups by utilizing such measures as
the space strategy fund established by the government for JAXA at the scale of ¥1
trillion®.

(11t - “H3 Launch: Utilize This Success to Break Stagnation in Space Development,” The Japan News,
February 18, 2024. (—&Z#EH 1) ))
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worst
suitable
caring
curious
effective

interpret
indicate
require
respond

dig

complex

. prior

obvious

. patient

experienced

labor

. period
. principle

research
source

. of a high standard or quality

. having the right qualities for a particular person

- thinking about what other people need and trying to help them
 wanting to know about something

. successful, and working in the way that was intended

© to translate spoken words from one language into another

: to show that a particular situation exists

© to need something

: to do something as a reaction to something that has been said or

done

. to think that something may not be true

> including all parts, details, facts etc. and with nothing missing
. existing or arranged before something else

: easy to notice or understand

. able to wait calmly for a long time

. possessing skills or knowledge

. work, especially physical work

: a particular length of time

: most important

. serious study of a subject

. a thing, place, activity etc. that you get something from
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. The teacher ( careful / |carefully|/ care ) dealt with the problem.

JeEIEER < FEISHIL L 720

. My parents ( left / leaving /|are leaving|) for Boston tomorrow.

MOWHUIH AR A - 12382,

. He must have read the poem in ( no /|some|/ any ) book or other.

MWD DR T DFZFHAIZDIES .

. Crops are growing well because of ( frequently / |frequent| / frequency )

rain.

AL CEDSDT, AL L CHF - T,

. The cafeteria stays open ( until /|by|/ for ) late at night.

ZONT72T) TIIHEL T TEHEL TV,

ES'T2N ) WAL E o & b R5ELEAME] T, kO1~509 %
KZDMESTWHLLDIZTENTT D,

. Call her up and tell her she has left her phone ( about / behind / |up]).

. Because of the recession, many small companies had to lay (|off| / by / down )

many workers.

. He is supposed to pick me ( at /|up|/ on ) at five.

. They had to put ( |off |/ on / away ) their departure on account of heavy

SNOwW.

. Drivers must look ( at /|out|/ into ) for children crossing the road.
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1. A
B
A : That sounds co
B
get chilly later.
A

A PRESDIEILDONEN RIZE> TRV DE—D

- Hey, Lily. What are you planning to wear today?
- Hi, Jack. I was thinking of wearing my blue jeans and my favorite T-shirt.

ol. I was thinking of wearing my new sneakers and a hoodie.

. Nice choice. Do you think we should bring jackets too? The weather might

- Good idea. I'll bring mine, just in case. Oh, and don't forget our hats, it's

sunny outside.

B : Right, I'll grab mine too. Let's meet at the park in half an hour, okay?

A : Okay. See you later, Lily.

2. Front Desk Clerk :
Guest 1

Front Desk Clerk :

Guest 2
Front Desk Clerk :

Guest 1

3. Customer
Shop Assistant

Customer
Shop Assistant

Customer

Shop Assistant

Hello, welcome to our hotel. How can I assist you today?

- Hi. We have a reservation under the name Smith for two

nights.
Great, let me check that for you. Ah, here it is. Would you
like a room with a view or without?

: With a view, please. Preferably overlooking the city skyline.

Of course. I have a room available on the 10th floor. Here
are your keys. Enjoy your stay.

: Thank you so much.

- Excuse me, do you have this T-shirt in a smaller size?
. Sure, let me check for you. Yes, we have it in a smaller size

right here.

. Great, thank you. Can I also try on this one in blue?
: Of course. The fitting room 1is right over there. Let me know

if you need any help.

: Thank you. Oh, and do you have any T-shirts with cool

designs on them?

: Absolutely. We have a variety of designs in different colors.

I'll show you some options.
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: Hey, what's wrong? You seem upset.

. I got scolded by the teacher for forgetting my homework again.

. It's okay, everyone makes mistakes sometimes. You'll do better next time.
- But I feel so bad. I disappointed my parents, too.

: Don’t worry, they'll understand. Let's study together and make sure it

doesn’t happen again.

. Thanks, I appreciate your support.
: No problem. We're friends, and we'll help each other out. You got this.

: Hi. T brought some decorations for the Christmas party.

- Awesome. I brought snacks and drinks. Let’s set everything up.

- Where should we put the Christmas tree?

: T'll have my brother carry that. That way, it'll be visible from outside.

 Good 1dea. Let’s hang these lights around it too.

- And we can put the snacks on this table over here.
. Perfect. This party is going to be so much fun.

- Yeah, I can't wait for everyone to arrive.



@ KO IE, Taylor Swift makes history with fourth best album win &9 % £ F VD
BTTo LEEAFHATUTOMWIZEZ 7 SV,

The singer-songwriter Taylor Swift 1s the first artist to win best album at the
Grammys® four times. Ms Swift made history with her album “Midnights”. She has
overtaken® legends like Stevie Wonder. In her speech, she said: “I would love to tell you
that this is the best moment of my life, but I feel this happy when I finish a song...or when
I'm rehearsing with my dancers.” She added: “All I wanna® do is...this. I love it so much. It
makes me so happy.”

Taylor Swift began writing songs professionally at the age of 14. In 2005, she became
a country singer. Since then, she has experimented with many music styles. She has sold
over 200 million records. A movie of her 2023 tour “Eras” is the best-selling concert film
ever. She 1s also a huge influencer. Forbes magazine said she i1s one of the world's 100
most powerful women. Wikipedia called her a champion of artists’ rights and women'’s

1ssues.

(Hi 8 : “Taylor Swift makes history with fourth best album win,” February 8, 2024, Breaking News
English. (—#ZHH 1))
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