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KOXEIL Do's and don'ts in Japan &) ¥ 4 MVOFHFETT, KL EHATH 1L ~60
X ICE 2 7 S\

What are some key behaviors for good etiquette in Japan? A friend who will be
travelling to Japan for the first time asked me this recently. I was stumped'. Eventually, I
reassured him: “You'll be finel After all?, you don't talk loudly in public. Perhaps just avoid
talking on your phone on the train?” He wasn't convinced®. “Surely there are® some do’s
and don'ts that are specific to Japan?”

After racking my brain”, I came up with a few suggestions. For example, saying
“Excuse me” to the person behind you before reclining your seat or, better still®, not
reclining it at all. I'd also say “excuse me” if I had no choice but to walk in between
another shopper and the store display they are perusing’. My friend smiled and said, “You
may not realize it but you've adopted certain behavioral traits® from living in Japan.”

I pondered” this for a good while. While it has been more than 10 years since my
three-year stint’ in Kyoto, I still get comments like “T thought you were Japanese!” from
both Japanese and Singaporeans alike. I'm not sure how I feel about this. When I first
returned to [ A ], my supervisor told me I nod too much when other people are talking.
She found it distracting. T'd successfully resisted the urge to say “Hai” as a form of
acknowledgement®, but the nodding had apparently been subconscious.

My supervisor also reminded me to avoid saying sorry if I hadn't made any mistakes.
She noticed that my emails and chats were sprinkled with"™ apologies for causing others
inconvenience. “You are just doing your work. There's nothing to be sorry for unless
you've done something wrong.” She explained that she knew I was being polite. But she
was worried that saying sorry might end up with me getting unnecessarily blamed for
things that were out of my control.

Since then, I've tried to be more mindful of my nods and apologies. It's a little harder
than I imagined and I find myself struggling to keep my head still during conversations.
What's relatively easy for me: rephrasing my apologies as [ B ]. Instead of saying “I'm
sorry for taking up your time,” I go with “Thank you for taking the time for this.”

6/ Meanwhile, I've also kept to the habit of saying “Itadakimasu” and “Gochisousama”
before and after a meal. I like how they remind me to be mindful and grateful for what I
have. When I return home, I also say “Tadaima” whether or not anyone is there to hear
me. While I may not live in Japan now, some Japanese behaviors and rituals have become
a part of who I am, and I'm happy to cherish® them.

#-3-®-d



(H# : Tan Ying Zhen, “Do’s and don'ts in Japan,” the Japan Times Alpha, February 7, 2025.)
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. Kyoto

. the US

. the UK
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1. help

2. smiles

3. thanks
4. answers
5. 1deas
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(7))
1. ability
2. brilliant
3. calculate
4 . deliberate
5. fragile
[ 8)
1. genuine
2. hesitate
3. 1mpatient
4 . justice
5. knowledge
[ 9)
1. landscape
2. mechanic
3. negotiate
4 . optimistic
5. priority
([ 10)
1. delight
2. flower
3. insect
4 . noisy
5. quiet

: the power or skill to do something
. very smart or very good

* to find something using numbers

- done on purpose, not by accident
. very strong and hard to break

: real and not fake

: to stop for a short time before doing something

- happy to wait for something without getting angry
" treating people in a fair and right way

: what you know or understand about something

: what you see in a wide area of land, like hills, trees, and buildings
: a person who fixes cars or machines

: to talk with someone to decide on something together

: thinking that bad things will happen

: something more important than other things

. a feeling of great happiness

. the part of a plant that can make seeds

: a small animal with six legs, and sometimes wings

* making a lot of loud sounds

: not showing any understanding of important matters
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1. It (|must|/ can / should ) be cold outside. Look at the snow!
AHMIFENITEW R W, B Tl |

2. He (|has been|/ was / is ) sick since last Monday.

WIZFTEHDO AR 5§ > LR TS,

3. This is the house ( what / which /|where|) I was born.
CHIIRDBET N/ FKTT,

4. If1I (|were|/ was / am ) you, I would take the job.
bLID D%, ZOMLFEZZIT LD,

5. He asked me (|where was she |/ where she is / where she was ).

WIIFAC, TR icwbsohamiaE L,
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1. Youmust ( give /|fill|/ pull ) out an application now.
ST CHBEEICRALZITNEZD 5 A

2. Hearing the terrible noise, I asked her what was ( doing / |getting |/ going )

Oon.

DCEVERZHWT, DRI > TWAopEicasiaF L,

3. The dams are walls that hold ( away /|back|/ in ) the water.
Y LIKEE X IEDLEETY,

4. He is really in narrow circumstances, but he manages to ( hold / make /

keep|) up his appearances.

PAIARBIZE LWIRIBIZW A DS, AL DR EEZ R T E T,

5. Ican't (|look|/ put / turn ) up this word in the dictionary.
COHERFETHRLZ ENTEEHA,
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1. A ! Good afternoon. I'd like to withdraw some money from my account.
B : Of course. How much would you like to withdraw?
A 1 $500, please.
B : Alright. May I see your ID?
A Sure. Here it is.
B : Thank you. Please enter your PIN on the keypad.
A @ Got it. I've entered my PIN.
2. A  Good evening. Did you find everything you were looking for?
B : Yes, thank you. Just these items.
A : That'll be $18.75. Would you like to pay by cash or card?
B : I'll use my card, please.
A @ Sure. Please insert it here.
B : Done. Could I get a bag, please?
A  Yes, we have paper and plastic bags. Which one would you prefer?
3. A : Good morning, Mr. Johnson. What brings you in today?
B : I've been feeling very tired lately, and I sometimes get headaches.
A 1 see. Have you been sleeping well?
B : Not really. I often wake up in the middle of the night.
A : Okay. Let's check your blood pressure and run a few tests.
B © Alright, thank you, doctor.
A ' Great. Let's schedule your next vacation.
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- Welcome!l How can I help you today?

: I'd like a haircut, please. Just a trim.

. Alright. How much would you like to cut off?

. Just about an inch, please. I want to keep the same style.
. Got it. Would you like a shampoo before the cut?

 Yes, please. That would be nice.

. Alright. Please follow me to the sink.

. Hi, David. How's your first week going?

. It's going well, but there’s a lot to learn.

: That's normal. If you have any questions, feel free to ask.
: Thanks! I do have one question about the client reports.

: Sure. What do you need help with?

- I'm not sure how to organize the data properly.

: No problem. I'll show you how to do it step by step.




@ ROILIL, Students using AL over humans to learn English 29 % 4 M VOHE T .
NEXFGHATUTOMWIZEZ R S0,

Many students in Japan are using Al to learn English. The language-learning app'
Duolingo conducted a survey on studying languages. Students answered questions about
their learning habits. The number of people using Al increased by more than 80 percent in
2024. Al was most popular with younger people, who used AI more than face-to-face
lessons. However, some people in their 20s were not totally happy with Al They said it
lacked natural responses.

Duolingo said: “We're in the midst of? an Al revolution”. It said apps were the most
popular way to learn languages. This was followed by streaming services like YouTube
and Netflix, then textbooks and then online lessons. The number of students going to
language schools is decreasing. Just 14 percent of people went to these. English was the
most popular language. People also studied Korean, to understand their favorite artists and
celebrities.

(Hi# : “Students using A.L over humans to learn English,” December 23, 2024, Breaking News English.)
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